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SUBJ: MULTILATERAL APFAIRS: COMMODITIES-UNCTAD COMMON FUND 
MEETING, NOV 7-DEC2 

REF: (A) STATE 179166 (B) STATE 191312 (C) STATE 214220 

1. GOM DOES NOT PLAN TO SEND A REPRESENTATIVE. (NO ONE ATTENDED 
MARCH 7-APRIL 1 SESSION AND GOM HAS NO RESIDENT REPRESENT AION IN 
GENEVA.) MALAWI'S INTEREST IN THE COMMON FUND IS FOCUSED ON PUND'S 
POTENTIAL TO PINANCE BUPPER STOCKS AS PART OP AN INTERNATIONAL 
SUGAR AGREREMENT. 

2. RE REPTEL B PARA 3C, GOM WOULD PROBABLY LISTEN SYMPATHETICALLY 
TO VIEWS OF U.S. EXPERT. HOWEVER, GIVEN THEIR NON-PARTICIPATION 

IN MEETING AND LACK OP INPLUENCE WITHIN GROUP OF 77, EXPERT'S 
REPORTS MAY BE MORE PRODUCTIVE ELSEWHERE. 

3. RESPONSIBLITY POR GOM'S POLICY ON COMMON PUND PRIMARILY 
RESTS WITH MINISTRY OP TRADE, INDUSTRY AND TOURISM ALTHOUGH 
DRAPT POSITION PROBABLY CLEARED WITH MINISTRY OP FINANCE AND 

THE OPFICE OP THE PRESDIENT AND CABINET'S ECONOMIC PLANNING DIVISION. 
PINAL APPROVAL OP THIS, OR ANY SIGNIPICANT POLICY PORMULATED 
WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT, IS USUALLY MADE BY LIEF PRESIDENT BANDA. 
WITHIN MINISTRY OP TRADE, WEDDINGTON C. SALIMA, CHIEP TRADE 
OPFICER, IS THE COMMODITY EXPERT. AS THE GOM SEES THE COMMON 
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PUND AS A COMMODITY ISSUE RATHER THAN PINANCIAL ONE, SALIMA 
PLAYS THE KEY ROLE IN POLICY PORMATION. 

4. SALIMA HAS BEEN WITH THE TRADE MINISTRY SINCE 1967 
(UNUSUALLY LONG SERVICE IN ONE MINISTRY BY MALAWI 
STANDARDS) AND IS WELL VERSED IN UNCTAD ISSUES, HAVING 
ATTENDED THE NEW DELHI AND NAIROBI UNCTAD CONPERENCES. 

HE IS OUTGOING AND FRIEND! .Y IN MEETINGS WITH AMERICANS, 
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ALTHOUGH HE CAN BE LESS FRANK IN DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE 
MORE SERIOUS PROBLEMS IN MALAWI'S TRADE PICTURE. AS 
THE GOM'S REPRESENTATIVE AT THE NEVOTIATIONS ON THE 
INTERNATIONAL SUGAR AGREEMENT (WHICH ARE OF SIGNIFICANT 
INTEREST TO MALAWI), SALIMA'S VIEWS ON THE COMMON FUND WILL 
BE INFLUENCED BY HIS PERCEPTION OF THE FUND'S POTENTIAL 
UTILITY IN FINANCING SUGAR BUFFER STOCKS. 

5. GOM'S CURRENT LIMITED INTEREST IN THE COMMON EUND 
COULD BE HEIGHTENED IF THE FUND BEGAN TO EMERGE AS A 
VIABLE INSTITUTION. ALONG WITH SUGAR, MALAWI COULD 
PARTICIPATE IN INDIVIDUAL COMMODITY AGREEMENTS FOR TEA 
AND POSSIBLY COTTON.STEVENSON 
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